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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1,11 and 14-21 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art the examiner has been able to locate are US Patent Number 
5,832,460 to Bednar et al. and US Patent Number 5,920,847 to Kolling et al. 

Bednar teaches receiving bill data from bill originators, creating bills for electronic 
presentation and transmission of bill payment instructions received from bill payers to 
bill payers' banks for transfer of payments to bill originator's banks. Bednar further 
teaches sending a confirmatory reconciliation message to the bill originator for payment 
instructions received from bill payers. Kolling teaches a biller reference number used to 
identify the biller. 

While Bednar and Kolling are similar to the instant application in many respects, 
there are clear patentable distinctions. Unlike the prior art, the present invention 
teaches including the unique invoice ID on the bill pay order used to identify the invoice 
from other invoices issued by the same supplier which is solely utilized in the electronic 
deposit/withdrawal statement to specify and settle the electronic invoice. 

3. The following is a formal statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 1 is allowed because the best prior art of record alone or in combination, 
neither discloses nor fairly suggests the limitations: A method for managing transactions 
and settlements by using: 

a supplier system used by a supplier who issues an invoice; 
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a buyer system used by a buyer who receives the invoice; 

a second finance system which has a bank account of the supplier, and a first 
finance system which has a bank account of the buyer and performs deposit/withdrawal 
processing from the bank account of said buyer to the bank account of said supplier; 
and 

a server which is connected communicably with said supplier system, said buyer 
system, said first finance system via a communication network; 
wherein the method comprises steps in which: 

the server receives, from said supplier system, an electronic invoice on 
which a unique identification code for identifying said electronic invoice from a 
plurality of electronic invoices issued by a same supplier is generated by said 
supplier system; 

said server registers said received electronic invoice in a database; 

the server transmits, to said buyer system, a GUI screen for showing 
contents of said electronic invoice registered in said database and for allowing 
said buyer to approve the contents of said electronic invoice, and causes the 
buyer system to display the GUI screen; 

said server or buyer system automatically, without manual intervention, 
creates a transfer request telegraphic message having said unique identification 
code written on said registered electronic invoice and generated by the supplier 
system, on the basis of said registered electronic invoice approved by said buyer, 
in response to that said buyer has approved the contents of said electronic 
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invoice displayed on said GUI screen by said buyer system, and then transmits 
the transfer request telegraphic message to said first finance system; 

upon reception of the transfer request telegraphic message having said 
unique identification code at said first finance system, said first finance system 
performs the deposit/withdrawal processing for a payment of the approved 
electronic invoice having said unique identification code, wherein in the 
deposit/withdrawal processing: (1) the amount of the approved electronic invoice 
is withdrawn from the bank account of the buyer and deposited into the bank 
account of the supplier, and (2) corresponding to the withdrawal and deposit of 
the amount of the approved electronic invoice, said unique identification code in 
the transfer request telegraphic message and generated by the supplier system 
is transmitted from said first finance system to said second finance system; 

said second finance system transmits, to said server or said supplier 
system, an electronic deposit/withdrawal detailed statement describing that a 
deposit is made to the bank account of said supplier, and having said unique 
identification code generated by the supplier system and received from said first 
finance system; 

said supplier receives, from the second finance system, the electronic 
deposit/withdrawal statement having said unique identification code generated by the 
supplier system; and 

said supplier system automatically, without manual intervention, uses only 

the unique identification code in the electronic deposit/withdrawal statement to 
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specify and settle the electronic invoice, the amount of which has been already 
deposited into the bank account of said supplier, 

wherein the unique identification code in the electronic deposit/withdrawal 
statement received by the supplier from the second finance system is the same unique 
identification code generated by the supplier system and sent from the supplier system 
to the server to the first finance system to the second finance system to said supplier 
system. 

Claims 14-17 and 20 are also allowable for the same reasons discussed above 
by virtue of their dependence on allowed claim 1 . 

Claim 1 1 is allowed because the best prior art of record alone or in combination, 
neither discloses nor fairly suggests the limitations: A server in a management system 
for transactions and settlements, comprising: 

a supplier system used by a supplier who issues an invoice; 

a buyer system used by a buyer who receives the invoice; 

a second finance system which manages a bank account of the supplier, and a 
first finance system which manages a bank account of the buyer, and performs 
deposit/withdrawal processing from the bank account of said buyer to the bank account 
of said supplier; and 

a server which is connected communicably with said supplier system, said buyer 
system, and said first finance system via a communication network, 
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wherein once said first finance system receives a transfer request telegraphic 
message for an electronic invoice, the transfer request telegraphic message having an 
identification code, said first finance system performs the deposit/withdrawal processing 
for a payment of said electronic invoice, wherein in the deposit/withdrawal processing: 
(1) the amount of the approved electronic invoice is withdrawn from the bank account of 
the buyer and deposited into the bank account of the supplier, and (2) corresponding to 
the withdrawal and deposit of the amount of the approved electronic invoice, said 
unique identification code in the transfer request telegraphic message and generated by 
the supplier system is transmitted from said first finance system to said second finance 
system, and 

said second finance system is configured to transmit an electronic 
deposit/withdrawal detailed statement having said identification code generated by the 
supplier system and received from said first finance system to said server or said 
supplier system, 

said server comprising: 

means for receiving, from said supplier system, an electronic invoice on 

which a unique identification code for identifying said electronic invoice from a 

plurality of electronic invoices issued by a same supplier is written by said 

supplier system; 

means for registering said received electronic invoice in a database; 
means for transmitting, to said buyer system, a GUI screen for showing 
contents of said electronic invoice registered in said database and for allowing 
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said buyer to approve the contents of said electronic invoice, and causing the 
buyer system to display the GUI screen; 

means for automatically creating a payment request telegraphic message 
having said unique identification code written on said registered electronic 
invoice and generated by the supplier system, on the basis of said registered 
electronic invoice approved by said buyer, in response to that said buyer has 
approved the contents of said electronic invoice on said GUI screen displayed by 
said buyer system, and then transmitting the transfer request telegraphic 
message to said first finance system; 

said supplier receives, from the second finance system, the electronic 
deposit/withdrawal statement having said unique identification code generated by 
the supplier system; and 

said supplier system automatically, without manual intervention, uses only 
the unique identification code in the electronic deposit/withdrawal statement to 
specify and settle the electronic invoice, the amount of which has been already 
deposited into the bank account of said supplier, 

wherein the unique identification code in the electronic deposit/withdrawal 
statement received by the supplier from the second finance system is the same 
unique identification code generated by the supplier system and sent from the 
supplier system to the server to the first finance system to the second finance 
system to said supplier system. 
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Claims 18, 19 and 21 are also allowable for the same reasons discussed above 
by virtue of their dependence on allowed claim 1 1 . 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JESSICA L. LEMIEUX whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3445. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9AM- 
5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/James A. Kramer/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



/J. L. U 

Examiner, Art Unit 3693 
September 2010 



Jessica L Lemieux 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3693 



